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Course Outline

[This is a DRAFT; more details will be provided in the finalized version.]
This course intends to introduce students to major debates on key aspects of as well as special issues pertaining to globalization. It also intends to help students to critically apply the concepts or theories explored in the course to analyze their own societies. This course encourages students from different parts of the world to work together in discussion and group projects with a view to developing an all-round understanding of the impacts of globalization. 
The key aspects and special issues of globalization explored in this course will be organized into nine modules, as indicated below:

(1) Globalization: an overview
(2) McDonald’s – an exploration in economic, political and cultural globalization
(3) Economic globalization
(4) Global culture

(5) Global governance
(6) Globalization, poverty, and inequality

(7) Global migration

(8) The internet and civil society

(9) Risk and risk society
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To be more specific, module (1) will discuss the forces contributing to the emergence of globalization, the impacts of globalization on economic and cultural processes, as well as our experiences of globalization through introducing the works of Anthony Giddens, David Harvey, as well as Allan Cochrane and Kathy Pain. To provide a more concrete example of globalization and to “anticipate” the discussion from module (3) to module (6), module (2) will use the example of McDonald’s as an illustration of economic, political, and cultural globalization. Indeed, McDonald’s has only been chosen arbitrarily; other examples such as Disneyland, Manchester United, or the fashion industry can be used to illustrate similar points.

Module (3) to module (5) will examine in greater details the meaning and extent of globalization by examining its ramifications in the economic, cultural and political domains. We shall be asking questions such as whether we are witnessing the emergence of a “fully-integrated global economy”. Has American popular culture conquered the world and resulted in the distortion or elimination of local/national culture? Are we witnessing the domination of transnational corporations and hence the eclipse of the state? Module (6) will draw our attention to an equally important debate in globalization, namely, has globalization correlated with or resulted in greater inequality and poverty? How do people in both the developing as well as the developed countries cope with the challenges of economic globalization? 
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Module (7) to (9) will explore special issues of globalization. Module (7) examines whether globalization has given rise to an increase in migration and whether there have been changes in its types and directions? Furthermore, why have some Asian countries been sending more and more women from their countries to serve as domestic helpers, nurses, and entertainers around the world and what are their implications for the people concerned? In module (8), we shall look more specifically at the impacts of the internet on human community. In particular, to what extent has the internet transformed our ways of association and sense of community? How powerful is the internet a tool for people to express their political ideas and get united in staging collective actions? Finally, module (9) will examine the ideas of risk and risk society as espoused by Ulrich Beck. Importantly, are there common characteristics in the rise of the mad cow disease, the strike of hurricane Katrina in the United States in September 2005, and the impending threat of the avian flu? More generally, can the idea of risk help us to grapple with the nature of our existence in a globalize world?
Learning objectives

This course is designed with a view to introducing students to the central dynamic considered to be shaping the contemporary world. Students are expected to understand in a critical way the key debates, theories, and concepts that have been put forth to examine the multi-dimensional phenomenon of globalization. Where appropriate, they are also expected to apply relevant debates, theories, and concepts to analyze their own societies. 
Method of delivery
This course will be delivered entirely on line. 
In lieu of conventional lectures, the teacher will guide the students through relevant information and debates in the form of a written text presented online in nine modules. Students are expected to read a module each week according to the schedule set out at the end of this document. They are also expected to read journal articles or book chapters listed at the end of each module so as to gain a broader and more in-depth understanding of each module. Normally, a student is required to read from 40 to 60 pages of materials per module. 
In lieu of face-to-face tutorials (or discussion sessions), students are expected to discuss online questions that are listed at the end of each module. Students will be divided into small groups to discuss the topic and comment on the opinions of each other in their GROUP bulletin board. The group leader, who emerges through rotation, will summarize their discussion and, at the end of discussion period, post the summary on the CLASS bulletin board. All members of the class may then read the summaries of other groups and take part in further discussion, if interested. The teacher will also provide feedbacks on the summaries through the CLASS bulletin board. 

Students are also expected to discuss and coordinate their group projects using the GROUP PROJECT bulletin board. 
Finally, students will submit their essays/projects through the internet and, in turn, the teacher will send her comments through the same means. 
coursework expectation
For each module, students may expect to read from 40 to 60 pages of materials (book chapters or journal articles). Of course, they are more than welcome to explore further readings on their own. Students are also expected to actively take part in the web-based discussion and submit their papers or project reports on time. 
methods of assessment
Students will be assessed on both the bases of INDIVIDUAL and GROUP performances.

Individual
(1) The student’s participation in web-based group discussion throughout the whole semester. See criteria for quality discussion. [Weight 15%]

(2) Students have to submit TWO reflections on their learning. The reflection can be in the format of dot-points rather an essay. Word limit: 500-700 words EACH. [Weight 15%]

(3) Write ONE short essay of around 1,000 words. Students can write on any of the nine topics, EXCEPT for the one they serve as the group leader. The DUE DATE for each topic is the end of the discussion period. The exact date will be specified in the class schedule below. Late submission will be accepted, though a few marks will be deducted. [Weight 30%]

Group
(4) Summary of group discussion. Each member of a small group will serve twice as a group leader. The leader will work with other members of the group and write a summary of their group’s discussion and post it on the CLASS bulletin board for further discussion. The DUE DATE is at the end of the discussion period. The exact date will be specified in the class schedule below. [Weight 15%]

(5) Undertake a group research project (with members coming from at least two different countries) and write up a report of about 1,000 words per member. Students are required to critique individual members’ contribution, revise and re-submit the final report of their research project. [Weight 25%]

Class schedule
	Week
	Week Period and Learning Activities
	Period and Topics for Group Discussion
	Due dates and Reminders

	(1) 
	February 8-14, 2006

Making sense of the course
	February 8-14, 2006

· Get to know each other in the class and your group 
· Establish group rules for interaction & participation


	February 14, 2006

· Group leader to submit a group CV (including group rules of interaction and participation)

	(2) 
	February 15-21, 2006

Module One: Globalization: an overview
	February 15-21, 2006

· Examples of globalizing experiences

· Forces of globalization
	February 21, 2006

· Group leader to post summary of the group’s discussion

· Essay on Module One

	(3) 
	February 22-28, 2006

Module Two: 
McDonald’s – an exploration in economic, political and cultural globalization
	February 22-28, 2006

· Can other examples be used to analyze the three aspects of globalization?

· Specify how.
	February 28, 2006

· Group leader to post summary of the group’s discussion

· Essay on Module Two

	(4) 
	March 1-7, 2006

Module Three:

Economic globalization
	March 1-7, 2006

· Discussion topic TBA
	March 7, 2006
· Group leader to post summary of the group’s discussion

· Essay on Module Three

	(5) 
	March 8-14, 2006

Module Four:

Global culture
	March 8-14, 2006

· Discussion topic TBA
	March 14, 2006

· Group leader to post summary of the group’s discussion

· Essay on Module Four

	(6) 
	March 15-21, 2006

Module Five:

State and globalization
	March 15-21, 2006

· Discussion topic TBA
	March 21, 2006

· Group leader to post summary of the group’s discussion

· Essay on Module Five

	(7) 
	March 22-28, 2006

Reading Week
	
	

	(8) 
	March 29-April 4, 2006

Group project workshop
	March 29-April 4, 2006

· Discuss directions of research project among group members and with the teacher
	· Start to work on the project

	(9) 
	April 5-11, 2006

Module Six: 
Globalization, poverty, and inequality
	April 5-11, 2006

· Discussion topic TBA
	April 11, 2006

· Group leader to post summary of the group’s discussion

· Essay on Module Six

	(10) 
	April 12-18, 2006

Module Seven:
Global migration
	April 12-18, 2006

· Discussion topic TBA
	April 18, 2006

· Group leader to post summary of the group’s discussion

· Essay on Module Seven

	(11) 
	April 19-25, 2006

Module Eight:

Risk and risk society
	April 19-25, 2006

· Discussion topic TBA
	April 25, 2006

· Group leader to post summary of the group’s discussion

· Essay on Module Eight

	(12) 
	April 26-May 2, 2006

Module Nine: 

The internet and civil society
	April 26-May 2, 2006
· Discussion topic TBA
	May 2, 2006

· Group leader to post summary of the group’s discussion

· Essay on Module Nine

	(13) 
	May 3-9, 2006
	May 3-9, 2006
· Work on your contribution to the group project
	

	(14) 
	May 10-16, 2006
	May 10-16, 2006
· Work on your contribution to the group project

· Critique members’ contributions
	May 15, 2006

· Submit FIRST draft of group project

	(15) 
	May 17-23, 2006
	May 17-23, 2006

· Revise your draft taking into account of other members’ critique

· Compile individual members’ contribution into a “group” report
	May 23, 2006

· Submit the FINAL draft of the group project











